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LIFE Class 103 -  Salvation and Security

(Revised 9-08)

Goal: To Learn The Meaning and Application of Knowing Christ as Savior, Lord and Life and to Rest in the Power of His Ressurrection Life

Objectives:

· To discover the meaning, method, and obstacles of Biblical salvation

· Learn several methods of leading someone to Christ

· To remove the fear of losing identity and acceptance in Christ. 

I. Introduction (we don’t know how lost we were and how saved we are now)
A. Salvation (soteria)   Rom. 1:16; Acts 4:12; John 2:9
It means to:

1. to Salvage from ultimate ruin (James 5:20) pull out of the pit
2. to Preserve and thus secure (2 Tim 4:18)

3. to Heal and thus mend (Mat 9:22) heal 1st and then save
4. to Deliver from bondage or enemies (Luke 1:71, 74-75) rescue
B. Security vs Freedom 

1. Born free, but not secure
2. Life Stages are efforts to gain Security and Freedom
C. Security and Freedom In Christ

II. The need for Salvation Demonstrated

A. Like our physical needs and satisfaction of them, so a sinner must see his need for Christ and His righteousness before he can be saved.  (John 16:7-11)
1. People are sinners by nature and by birth.

a. We are born in Adam, therefore we are children of Adam. (Rom. 5:12)

b. We are born separated from God (Rom 5:10, Isa 59:2)

c. We are under divine condemnation  (Rom. 5:21)

d. We are spiritually dead to God and righteousness.  (Eph 2:1-2,5; 4:17-19)

2. A person is not able to be brought to saving faith in Christ without realizing his need. 

a. He must be lost before he can be saved.  

b. We need to discover what it means to be a sinner, and to be condemned.

- “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Ro 5:8)
- “For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.” (Ro 5:19)
B. Defining a Sinner

1. Sin and Sins
a. Define SIN:   An unholy force or power which is in us but not us. 
b. Define SINS:  Acts of disobedience

Discussion Question:  Can a Christian be a sinner?  How do Romans 5:8,19 relate to this question?  (past tense - "were" in 5:8 and "made" in 5:19)

2. A sinner is one who is separated from God because of his birth in Adam.
a. Romans  5:12:  “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned…”
b. The sinner sins, commits acts of  disobedience,  because he is a sinner;  he is not called a sinner because he sins.
C. Understanding Condemnation  (KJV) / Judgment (NASB):
1. People are born under condemnation (John 3:16-19; Rom. 5:16; 18)

Discussion Question:  How can a loving God send someone to hell?
Answer:    A loving God is rescuing people from Hell.
a. Colossians 1:13:  “For he has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred  us to the kingdom of His beloved Son “
b. John 3:17-18:  “For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world should be saved through him.  He who believes in him is not judged; he who  does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God”
2. It is important to know that condemnation is a result of rejecting Christ.


Discussion Question: How do you respond to, "If you don’t accept Christ you will go to hell." 
Answer: If a person accepts this statement as true, he begins to think of Hell as punishment for not accepting Christ.  He needs to see he is going to Hell because he is born in Adam, and that receiving Christ is a privilege granted to escape condemnation. (because of who we are, not what we do)
3.  What is the person’s real need?

a. Answer:    A way of escape.

b. God has provided a way of escape through Jesus Christ.

4. I am not lost because I sin.  

a. I am lost because I was born in Adam.  

b. I stay lost by not believing in Christ.

D. Understanding Slavery to Sin     (Rom. 6:15-23; Titus 3:3)

1. What does it mean to be a “Slave to sin”?     
a. Although the slave has the function of  choice, but his choice is restricted by powers that are greater than he is. (shackled)
b. A sinner sins because he is born a sinner and is a slave to sin. 
c. A believer is free from the power of sin, but may still choose to sin.

Discussion Question: Is a person IN CHRIST good, pure, righteous and holy because he does good, pure, righteous and holy deeds or because he was born that way IN CHRIST?

E. Commonly Used Terms 

1. “Accept “ Christ

2. Be “Born Again”

3. “Repent of your sins”

4. “Just believe”

5. Others
a. “Come to know the Lord”

b. “Saved”

c. “Settled the question”

F. The Matter Of Believing And Receiving
James 2:19:  “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder” 

John 1:12:  “Yet to all who received him, to those  who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God”
In the Greek, the word "believe" has a deeper meaning than in English

a. trust in
b. rely upon
c. look to 

1.We believe into Christ (John 3:16). 
d. This deeper meaning is clearly seen throughout the Gospel of John.

e. He uses it some 99 times

f. The purpose of writing the book is given in John 20:30-31.
2. Defining Believe
a. John 6:35,53-54:  Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.  Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”  

b.  Christ’s Life becomes my sustenance. 

John 11:26: “And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”

3.  To believe or to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior
a. Much more than mere acknowledgment or affirmation of the facts

b. It involves the total personality - the mind, the emotions and the will (soul).   

III. 
Leading Someone to Christ: Tools
1. “The Kennedy Evangelism Explosion” approach  

a. To check assurance of salvation:

Are you at a place in your relationship with God that you know beyond a shadow of a doubt that it you were to die you would spend eternity with God?
b. To check basis of salvation:

If  you were to die tonight and stand at heaven’s gate and God were to ask you, “Why should I let you into my heaven?”, how would you respond?
· This is a good approach to discern if a person is trusting in God or 



personal effort.

2. The Bridge Illustration (draw)
3. “The Roman Road” – Rom. 3:23; 6:23; 10:9-10
4. Personal Testimony

a. My Life Before Christ

b. How I Came To Christ

c. Difference Christ Has Made

5. Life and Cross Diagrams

IV. 
Obstacles to Salvation
A. Intellectualism
1. Many people come from churches in which Christianity is dealt with from an intellectual approach.  They may assume they have always been Christians and do not know when they became a Christ-follower.  

2. Suggestions for determining the reality of salvation:

a. Ask:  What would you say to me if you were going to lead me to Christ, to tell me how to become a Christian?     

b. Ask: You may not remember the exact time when you received Christ, but do you know that you are a child of God?  
c. Avoid  questions that require only a " yes" or  "no" answer.  
d. Ask:  You may not remember a  time, but could you tell me how you know you are a child of God?     
B. Three Good Resources Available For Use With Intellectuals:

1. Bill Bright - Jesus and the Intellectuals
2. C.S. Lewis - Mere Christianity
3. Francis Schaffer - The God Who Is There
C. Salvation By The Sacraments Of The Church
1. This is the conception held by many Roman Catholics, Greek Orthodox, Episcopalians, Lutherans and by some other Protestants.

2. The teaching behind this is that the sacraments (water baptism, the Lord’s supper, and others) release the saving power of God to those who partake of them in obedience to the church.  The belief is that by participating in “the sacraments” one receives salvation, eternal life, forgiveness, among others things.

3. The Biblical, New Testament teaching is that salvation is by God’s grace through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ without works or rituals.  (Eph. 2:4-10; Tit. 3:5-7; Rom 3:21-31).

D. All Who Believe Sincerely In God Will Go To Heaven.
1. Many hold the view that not only “good” Mormons, Roman Catholics and Protestants will make it, but religious Jewish people, and people who embrace non-Christian religious beliefs (like Buddhism or Islam) will end up in heaven.

2. Many people in this group believe John 14:6 to be too narrow.  
Discussion Question: What does John 14:6 say?

No one comes to the Father except through Jesus
E. “I Saw Jesus”, or “I Heard Him Talk To Me” Salvation
1. People who have been exposed to a large amount of teaching on visions, miracles, and visualizations of God and Jesus Christ, believe they are genuinely saved because on such experiences.

2. The Bible does talk about such things especially in the record of the Acts (2:16-21, 5:12-16, 10:1-48).

Discussion Question: How would you interact with a person who believes he has salvation based on these experiences?

-“It is not by sight, but by faith.”
-Ask, “What does the Bible say?”
F. Humanistic - Scientific Salvation
1. Humanism’s concept puts man in the center of all things.  

a. God is either absent or merely an impersonal “force”.  

b. Humanism accepts evolutionary theories, and is a basis for atheism. 

c. It is usually anti-creation, pro-abortion, and will generally embrace many other popular political elements.

2. The “New Age” movement - holds to the great-lie-deception that all humans are “gods”, and all we need do is to be in touch with our inner selves, and that is our “salvation”.  (Eph 2:12 - seperated)

V. 
Security of the Believer

You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. (Gal. 5:4 NASB)


Discussion Question: What does "fallen from grace" mean to you?

A. Two systems
System #1                  
System #2

ADAM'S LIFE              
 CHRIST'S LIFE

Condemned                 
 Righteous

LAW                     
 GRACE

B. Failure to meet standards.  

1. Christ is the end (fulfillment) of  the law (Rom 10:4)


2. A believer may live like he/she is under law.
a. He/she may not realize he/she is righteous in Christ, and thus, lives as though he/she is under the law.

b. Most people do not feel or know security.

C. Definition of Security
1. What is the difference between security  and assurance?

a. Security -  is that provision of God whereby He preserves  forever all those who truly receive Christ.  Security differs from assurance in that it depends upon the faithfulness of God, whether or not the believer recognizes the fact.
b. Assurance  - relates to that which an individual believes concerning his own relationship to God in salvation at any given moment.  It is the believer knowing beyond any doubt that he is saved, not just hoping. 
2. Our Need for Security

a. God-given need

b. To draw us unto Him for our perfect security


D. Illustration of Security

1. Security related to our spiritual birth.
a. Behavior cannot change the fact of our physical birth, but death can interrupt it.  

b. Being “born again” cannot be altered by behavior or by physical death.

2. We can be secure.
a. We cannot become unborn.  

b. Christ’s relationship is permanently in the Father and we are in Christ.

VI. 
God’s Basis of Security
A. The work of God the Father
1. Through His unlimited power.
John 10:27-29

Rom. 4:21

Rom. 8:31-39

I Peter 1:5

2. Because of His infinite love.

Eph. 1:4

Eph. 2:10

Rom. 5:6-11
3. By His unconditional promise.
II Cor. 1:20

Phil. 1:6

I Thes. 5:24

John 6:37

B. The Work of God the Son, Jesus.

1. We are trusting in His righteousness  as our guarantee of security.

Rom. 5:17

Titus 3:4-7

I Cor. 1:30

II Cor. 5:21

2. His eternal  quality is our eternal quality.

Rom. 6:8

Col. 3:3

Heb. 7:23-25

C. The Work of God the Holy Spirit
1. He unites  the believer, who then becomes a partaker of His nature.

II Peter 1:4

I Cor. 12:13

Col. 2:12

Eph. 4:5

2. He seals  the believer in Christ

Eph. 1:13-14

Eph. 4:30

II Cor. 1:22

Discussion Question: Some say,  "God will not leave you, but you can leave God."  How would you respond to this?

-Phil. 1:6 states that, “Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Jesus Christ”.  

VII. Conclusion 

A. The Attack Against Security 

1. The basis of our acceptance with God
a. It is on the basis of His righteousness and none of our own that we find acceptance with God. 

b.  Phil 3:9,  “... not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,”
2. We need to not underestimate the power of God.
B. Some say, “ I can do what I like”


   Discussion Question: How would you answer this argument?
It is true. As Martin Luther said, “Love God and live as you please.” 
1. The primarily issue is motivation and identity.
2. The new creation in Christ (II Cor. 5:17) does not desire to sin.

Rom. 7:22-25  “ For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.  . . .  So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.
3. Fruit is proof of salvation in a believer.
a. Proof of salvation is seen in the life of the believer .  

b. Abiding in the Vine will result in fruit in due season.

4. Security in Christ does not give the believer a license to sin.
a. Paul makes this very clear - Romans 6:1,2,15.  “What shall we say then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may abound?  By no means!  We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  . . . What then?  Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?  By no means!”
b. The revelation of God’s truth should stimulate the believer to adoring worship of the triune God and he should give careful attention to set himself to walk in Christ to the glory of God and the blessings of others.
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