LIFE Class 201  - Romans 5 - 6
(Revised 9-08)

Goal:  To understand the purpose of God’s grace - to bring us to the point of taking our place on the cross with Christ - identify with Him in death, burial and resurrection to new life. 
Objectives:

· To see the essential aspect of salvation that includes “Life”.

· To compare and contrast the life “in Adam” with life “In Christ”.
· Compare and contrast being a “slave to sin” with being a “slave to righteousness.
I. Introduction

A. The Premier Document of Christian theology 
. 

Martin Luther called Romans “the chief part of the New Testament and ...truly the purest gospel.”  He wrote regarding Romans 1:17 that:

“Night and day I pondered until I saw the connection between the justice of God and the statement that ‘the just shall live by His faith.’  Then I grasped that the justice of God is that righteousness by which through grace and sheer mercy God justifies us through faith.  Thereupon I felt myself to be reborn and to have gone through open doors into paradise.  The whole of scripture took on a new meaning, and wheras before the ‘justice of God’ had filled me with hate, now it became to me a gate to heaven...”

B. Great Impact

John Wesley attended a meeting on May 24, 1738 “very unwillingly” where he later said, “ About a quarter before nine, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.”   The message he heard that night was the preface to Martin Luther’s commentary on Romans.  Just a few months earlier, he had written, “I went to America to convert the Indians; but Oh! Who shall convert me?” Romans had a life-changing effect on Luther, Wesley, John Calvin, William Tyndale, Saint Augustine, and many others. 

C.Themes in Romans 5-8

1. The depravity of man

2. The holiness of God

3. The distance between them

4. The Bridge of Faith in Christ

5.   How the Vicotorious Life is Maintained

II. Romans 5
A. Peace with God - verse 1

1.
“Therefore” links us to prior verse.  Now that we are justified, we have received blessings

2.
Peace here is not a feeling.  

a.  We were enemies of God, but are no longer at war with God. (Romans 5:10)
b.
God was at war with us even if we were not aware of it. (Joshua 23:16, II Kings 22:13, Eph. 5:6)
3.
God was satisfied because of Jesus. We now have peace with God.

4.
God maintains that reconciliation.  (Heb. 8:12, I John 2:1-2- propitiation)



B.  Standing in Grace - verse 2a
1.
“Introduction” or access by faith.

a.  Access to God.

b.  Unthinkable to a Jew.  God was unapproachable.  Ex. 19:9-13.  Why?  God is holy - man is a sinner.

c.  Matt. 27:51: Veil separated God and man.  Eph. 4:18:  Old Testament saints did not go to God until Jesus died.  Heb. 4:16:  With confidence.  Why?  Heb. 10:19

2.
Stand in Grace

a.
Grace is undeserved favor plus God’s super-natural enablement.

b.
Not dependent on performance.  (Jude 24)
c.   Romans 5:10:  A dying Savior brings you into grace and a living Savior keeps you.


C.  Hope of Glory - verse 2b


1.
Hope - confident boast in secure future. (I Tim. 1) Jesus is our hope.
2.
God has promised us glory. (Romans 8:29-30, John 17:22)
3.
The glory of God - expression of His person.

4.
Romans 8:17-18:  His glory will be revealed in us more and more.  Totally revealed in the future.  (II Cor. 3:18, Col. 3:4, Heb. 2:10) He will do it.
D.
Present Tribulation - verses 3-5a

1.
Tribulation - “being under pressure”



a.  Used to describe process of squeezing grapes for wine

b.  Builds character and  removes impurities

c.  Promised for all Christians  (II Tim. 3:12)
d.  tribulum – board that had spikes driven throu to pull across grain and separate the seed.

2.   Present tribulation brings future hope (tribulation – perseverance -character – hope)
3.   Hope Never Disappoints - verse 5a. Because hope is Christ. - II Cor. 1:8-9, I Thess. 5:23-24, Phil. 1:6

E.  Possession of Love - verse 5b-8

1.   Holy Spirit is our guarantee.  (Eph. 1:13) we are sealed.
a. Holy Spirit makes us aware of God’s love.  Personal, intimate relationship - subjective.

b. Holy Spirit assures us we are Son’s of God.  (Romans 8:14)
2.   Poured out –God’s love lavished on to point of overflowing.(John 7:38, 39)
Perfect indicative passive -action that is completed in the 

past, once and for all, not needing to be repeated.
3. 
Nature of God’s love - verses 6-8.

a.  Not dependent on us, but on Him.
b.  Independent of object.

c.  Human love is because of object.
4.
God loved us when we were sinners.
F.  Certainty of Deliverance - verses 9-10.

1.
“Much More” -
2.
Shall be saved - past, present and future salvation.

a.  Justification:  deliverance from the penalty of sin.  (Rom. 3:21, 5:21) Past tense.

b.  Sanctification:  deliverance from the power of sin.  (Rom. 6-8)  
Present tense. Ro 6:14 – no longer master.
c.  Glorification:  deliverance from the presence of sin.  (Rom. 8) 
Future tense.

3.
Shall be saved from God’s wrath.

4.
If He redeemed us, reconciled us to Him, loved us when we were His enemies, He will keep us as His friends!
5.
Saved by His life - verse 10.

a.
Saved from power of sin.

b.
Kept by His priestly function of interceding for us.  (Heb. 7:25)
G.  Joy in God - verse 11.

1.
He fills our hearts with joy – which is a person (Jesus)
2.
Not happiness which depends on happenings.
3.
Subjective proof of salvation.

4.
No longer separated from God.

H.  Adam 
    1.  Adam is opposite of Christ

    2.  Death and Life
    3.  Sinner and Righteous

         4.  Condemned and Forgiven
I.  Death Reigns

1.  Death is king over every human being 

2.  To reign is to have predominance.  

3.  Death - absence of life.

a.  Physical death - absence of biological life.
b.  Spiritual death - absence of God’s life.  (Eph. 2:1)
c.  Soulical death - absence of experiencing abundant life.  (Romans 8:2)
d.  Eternal death - “second death”.  (Rev. 21:8)


J.  Sin Entered the World – verse 12a


     1.  Sin is not an unrighteous act, but the inherent propensity
2.  An unholy force that is in me, but is not me.

3.  One man’s deed (Adam’s) did affect many.


     4. Sin did not originate with Adam, but with Satan.  (I John 3:8, Ezekial 28:15)
K.  Death Entered the World Through Sin - verse 12b

1.
Penalty of sin is death.  Ezekial 18:4, Gen. 2:17

2.
Natural result of sin is death.  Romans 8:2

3.
Death is not natural to original man.

4.
Hell was not created for man, but for the devil and fallen angels. 

5.
Death comes because of Adam’s death and we are in Adam.

6.
Born sinners - sinning doesn’t make us a sinner.  (Romans 5:19)
L.  Death Spread Because All Sinned - verse 12c

1.
When did we sin?  In Adam when he sinned.

2.
We were deserving of death because we were in Adam.

3.
Virgin birth was essential.  (John 8:44, II Cor. 5:21) So not in Adam.
M.
History Proves It True - verses 13-14

1.
If death reigned from Adam to Moses then death doesn’t come by sinning.

2.
They had not broken a law yet.

3.
We die because of Adam’s sins.

4.
Adam is a type of Christ.  One act will affect all.


N.
Christ and the Reign of Life (zoe {dzo-ay'})
1.  Verse 17 - Reign of life.

2.  Verse 18 - Justification of life. 

3.  Verse 21 - Eternal life.

4.  The life of God comes to us through Jesus Christ.


O.
Effectiveness of each man’s act - verse 15

1.
Paul uses “all” and “many” interchangeably.

2.
Much more - comparison.  Difference in effectiveness.  Christ is more effective.
3.
Effectiveness of Christ’s gift is greater than Adam’s offense.

4.
Practical use:  Broke power of sin and death.  Only Adam can be over-ruled.  Adam’s act cannot over-rule Christ.  It is eternal:  security, confidence, hope, joy, praise, thanksgiving.

P.   Extent of Each Act - verse 16

1.
Condemnation came from one offense
2.
Gift came from many offenses. 

3.
God hates sin enough that only one sin condemns the entire human race.

4.
God loves the sinner enough to provide redemption for all.
5.   God was in Christ “reconciling the world to Himself.”  (II Cor. 5:19)
Q.   Result - verse 17

1.
Adam brought death and Christ brought life.

2.
Much more - Christ’s gift produces reigning in life.  Grace much greater than Adam’s sin.

3.
Reign in life - to be alive (John 10:10)


4.
We must receive His gifts to experience them and to reign in life.

5.
God made us totally new  and freed us from sins control.(Rom 6:17)
R.  Essence - verses 18-19

1. All men - all in Adam and all in Christ.  Same as many in verse 15.
2.
Adam -  act of disobedience.  Christ - act of obedience (Phil. 2:8)
3.
Made sinners vs. made righteous

4.
All sinners desire to sin.  All righteous desire to do right. 
5.
Practical use:  I am OK.  New identity.  Able not to sin.  Joy.

S.
Contrast of Energy – verse 20-21

1.
The law energizes sin. (I Cor. 15:56)
2.
Grace energizes righteousness.

3.
The law has no permanency in the history of redemption.  Only two things are permanent:
a.
act of Adam
b.
act of Christ
4.
Law was temporary.  Never was redemptive. (our tutor- Gal 3:24)
5.
God gave the law to incite sin to show men they were sinners.

6. Grace abounds more than sin. (there are consequences to sin) 


III. Romans 6

A. Does More Sin Equal More Grace? -- Vs 1-2
The greater man’s sin the greater God’s grace.( Romans 5:20-21)


Discussion question:  If the manifestation of God’s grace brings Him glory, then shall we sin more that grace might increase?

B. Two groups.
1. Legalist - accused him of being an antinomian = against the law.  License to sin.  Were afraid this would increase sin.  Opposed this teaching.  Obedience to rules is primary interest.

2. Libertine - liked this teaching because they saw it as justifying their sin.  (Jude 4)
C. The Answer
1. “God forbid”, “Perish the thought”, “No way”

a. Suggestion is obnoxious to Paul.

b. Salvation produces an inner change with new Godly desires.

c. It is a ridiculous question.  A contradiction to our true identity.

2. Christians now have a new desire not to sin.

a. A person asking this question does not understand his identity.

b. It is logical, moral, spiritual contradiction to live a lifestyle of sin when we have died to it.  Our identity is that we are dead to sin and alive to God.

c. Our relationship to sin has changed since we have died to it.

d. Death and life are incompatible.

3. What verse 2 does not mean.
a. That we have reached the place where we cannot sin.
b. That we should die to sin.  Died to sin is a past event.  Finished.  (Greek aorist tense)

c. That we are freed from sin’s guilt and condemnation only.

4. What verse 2 does mean.
a. We are free from sin’s reign.
b. We now have the ability to not sin.

c. We have a new inner life that desires not to sin.

D. Things to Know—Vs 6:3-14
1. The key word is to know.  v.v. 3,6,9
2. Two important words in this section.

a. Baptized - This is a word that is transliterated, not translated.  (Greek Word is baptizō)  The literal meaning is “to place into”.  The metaphorical meaning is “identification” or “to change the identity of something or someone through union”.

1.)Baptized into Jesus - union with Him.

2.)Occurs at moment of salvation.

3.)Fused or immersed into Christ.

4.)It is essential to understand that “baptized” in Romans 6 does not refer to water baptism.

5.)This is the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit.

6.)I Cor. 10:2--Being identified with Moses and coming under his leadership to participate with him.

7.)Identification = participation.

8.)One spirit with Him—I Cor. 6:17.

9.)Water baptism is a sign of inward change.
10.)United
b. United – Function as one


(1) Conveys great intimacy of union.

(2) We have been vitally, indissolvably, permanently, united with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection.

(3) What comes out of the grave is totally different from what entered the grave.

(4) Don’t just add Jesus to the old.  Not addition, but transformation.

(5) Cannot participate in Jesus’ life until we participate with His death.

(6) Walk in newness of life.  A new quality of life.  Pattern of righteousness.

(7) God cannot be united with a sinner.  Cannot be in presence of sin.

(8) It is this new inner change that is to control our behavior and no longer external rules and commands.  Romans 7:6

(9) Gal. 2:20--a new life / One with Christ. 
E. Results of our Co-crucifiction With Christ v. 6

1. The original and primary source of sin has been eliminated permanently
2. Our old man was crucified with Him—Vs 6a.

a. Old Man:
(1) .  What I was in Adam.

(2) .  What I was as an unregenerate person.

(3) .  All that I was before salvation.

(4) .  My corrupt spirit that was dead to God, but alive to sin.

b. How many natures does a Christian have?

(1) The term “nature” has many meanings.

(a) Characteristics of something.

(b) Identity or essential make-up of something.

(2) In this second sense, Christians have only one nature.
3.  Reasons for seeing our essential make-up and identity as one.

a. Our deepest essence is who we are in spirit.

b. We are one spirit.  If we had 2 spiritual natures, we would be both a child of Satan and a child of God, both in Christ and in Adam.

c. The new spirit (new man) is joined to the Lord.  (I Cor. 6:17).  The Lord would not have union with a second spirit within that was corrupt and unregenerate.

d. The old man was crucified with Christ.  (Rom. 6:6) and replaced by the new man (Col. 3:9).

4. The warfare is not the old man versus the new, but the flesh versus the Holy Spirit.  (Gal. 5:16,17).  Romans 7:20 describes the conflict between the power of sin and the believer himself.  The warfare is not me against myself.

a. Results in practical experience of seeing ourselves as one new man.

b. When we see who we really are, a new creation in Christ, we will want to live according to it.

c. When we sin, we are going against our true identity.  We do take sin seriously and don’t excuse ourselves by saying, “I’m just an old sinner at heart.”

5. We won’t be at war with the wrong enemy.  

a. When we stand on the truth that we are a new man in Christ whose life is united with Christ’s life, assurance of victory over the power of sin is ours.

b. Consequently, that part of us which was originally based in our dead spirit and was the primary and foundational source of sin within us has been actually crucified—permanently removed, executed.  The old man has been put to death on the cross just as decisively as Christ was put to death on the cross.  Declaration:  That which was raised with Christ is not a retread of the old man nor a reformed old man.  The old man has now been replaced by the new man, the new creation in Christ [II Cor. 5:17].  We now have a new identity!

6. A secondary source of sin still remains (our body of sin), but it has been rendered powerless v 6b.

a. The body here refers to the physical body, being used in the same sense as in 6:12.  (Cf. 6:13; 7:5; 7:23; 24; 8:13; 8:23).  It is not that the body is innately sinful, but that the body is an instrument of sin on occasions.

b. We now have a redeemed spirit that is in union with Christ.  But our body, which includes the five senses and the brain with its memory banks and memory traces, is still unredeemed.  The whole implication of the Romans 6-8 references to the body and its members is that indwelling sin now uniquely is based in the body.  Consequently, sin has been dethroned from its original base in the human spirit and is now delimited to the body.

c. Ways to understanding Romans 6:6b  - Translations of the key verb here

(1) KJV Destroyed
(2) NASB Done away with
(3) NIV Rendered powerless
(4) TMSG Brought to nothing
d. Throughout the New Testament the word can be used all these ways plus to be released, set free from.
e. Translation of Romans 6:6b:

f. “That the body of sin might be rendered powerless”
g. Paul’s point is:  Our bodies have no obligation to sin.  They can:  not sin.

h. In Romans 5-8, the Greek noun hamartia is used 41 times.  (The verb form of this word is used only 4 times.)  According to Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words the noun form is used frequently in the sense of a governing principle or power.  e.g., Romans 6:6b, the body of sin.  This governing principle is personified twelve times  (Romans 6:6c; 5:21; 6:12, 14, 17; 7:11, 14, 17, 20, 23, 25, 8:2)!

Note: A key truth here is that our body is not our deepest identity—not the real us.  Our deepest identity is that we are new creations in Christ and in union with Him in His death, burial, and resurrection.  Therefore, the tempting, deceptive, or condemning thoughts are coming to us through the brain in the body.  These thoughts from indwelling sin in the form of first person singular pronouns are not being generated from the real us as new creations in Christ.  However, it is our responsibility to not receive these thoughts but to instead rely upon Christ and His Word.

7. Freedom from the slavery of sin vv. 6b, 7

a. The purpose of our old man having been crucified was that the body of sin might be done away with (i.e., rendered powerless).

b. The result is that we are no longer be slaves to sin.  We are free from the tyranny of indwelling sin!  

c. This freedom was brought about by our death (v. 7).

F. The Resurrection Life

1. Results of Our Co-resurrection With Christ Vv. 8-10

a. Verses 8-10 take up from the second half of the verse 5 which says, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of his resurrection. 

b. These verses clearly state what happened to Christ.  Yet what happened to Him is what happened to us because of our being in Him.

2. Remember your wealth in Christ!  We do not have to live in spiritual poverty.  

a. We have incalculable riches in Christ.  

b. We also have a new identity—no longer in Adam, but in Christ!

G. The Life of The New Man Vv. 11-14

1. Overcoming Sin

a. Know (v.v. 3,6,9) - fact

b. Reckon or count (Vs 11) - faith

c. Present or yield (Vs 13) - surrender

2. Know These Truths

a. We Are In Christ (Vs 3)

b. The Old Man Is Dead (Vs 6)

c. Death Has No Hold On Us (Vs 9)
3. Reckon These Truths (Vs 11)
a. Turning point in Romans.  It is the first command in the epistle.  Paul now begins to apply the truths he has been presenting.

b. Bookkeepping Term
.  To consider.  To fully affirm a truth, to have unreserved, inner confidence in the reality of what the mind acknowledges.

c. Know deals with the mind.  Reckon deals with a choice of the will - faith.

d. Affirm that it is true.  Believe it is true.

4. It is difficult to believe this because:

a. May not have been taught it

b. Satan doesn’t want us to believe this

c. Conflict with sin in us makes us wonder how it can be true because we don’t feel it and   we still have such selfish thoughts

d. Not a psychological game.  Not fooling ourselves.  It is believing God’s Word.  What is truth?

5. Free to choose Vs 12

a. We never have to sin because we are free from it.

b. In this life sin (indwelling sin) will always be for the believer a powerful force with which to contend.  But it is no longer master over us.  

c. We have the ability now not to sin.  


Discussion Question: It is said that everything a non-Christian does is sin.  Why is this true?

H. Present or Yield – Vv 13-14

1. Choice of will.

2. If sin no longer rules then don’t act like it does.
I. The Choice  -Vs 15
1. Grace appears like license or liberty to sin.

a. Antagonist uses the law to try to control behavior.

b. Judaizers taught Christ (grace) plus circumcision.

2. God Forbid

a. Never!  May it never be!  Unthinkable.

b. To dive in sin because we are under grace is to prove we don’t understand grace.

3. To Sin Or Not To Sin – That Is The Question  

a. A slave is obliged to obey his master.

b. If you give yourself to any master you are his slave.

J. The Application – Vs 16

1. Obey sin or obey God.
a. Yield to obedience to God or disobedience to God.

b. Either sin reigns or grace reigns.  Only 2 options.

2. When we got saved we submitted ourselves to God through Christ.
a. Not only ethically bound to obey, but creatively made to obey.  Eph. 2:10, Phil 2:13 
b. Now desire to obey.
K. The Argument—Vs 17-22

1. Contrast between two slaveries
a. Position—Vs 17-18

(1) Were servants of sin, now slave of righteousness.

(2) Obeyed from the heart.  Not external but internal response.

(3) Form of doctrine - Gospel truth.  Good news.

(4) For the first time in our lives we are free to do right.

(5) At birth = slave to sin.  At new birth = slave to righteousness.

b. Practice—Vs 19

(1) Hard for heavenly truths to be understood by human minds.

(2) All illustrations are limited.

(3) Flesh = humanness.  Mortality.

(4) Now act like the person you are.  Consistent with your position.

(5) Yield to righteousness because we are able.

L. The Promise—Vs 20-22

1. Slavery to sin results in death.  
2. As Christians we are ashamed at the things we did.  As non-Christians, sin did not produce shame in us.


3. The fruit of being a slave of righteousness is holiness. 

a.  It is a fact, not a command.

b. Holiness is the outcome of salvation.

M. An absolute law – Vs 23
1. Wages of sin is death.

2. We Deserved To Die
3. Sin Leads To Death

N. Eternal life comes through Christ.

1. Eternal life is a gift
2. It Is NOT what we deserve.
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