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LIFE Class: 208- Satan's Deceptions

(Revised 10-08)

Goal:  To understand why and how Satan attacks the believer 

Objectives:

· Discuss a Biblical View of Satan

· Review the Position of the Believer

· Give the Student an Opportunity to Reclaim any Ground taken by Satan

I. Introduction

Spiritual warfare is a real and serious battle, but the believer often remains in a defeated condition even though the victory has been won. This lecture will reveal scriptural insight to spiritual warfare by looking at three areas: 
A. Satan's Position
1. Defeated By Christ (at the cross)
2. Powerless Except Through Our Mind

3. We Cannot Overpower him.(in our own flesh)
B. The Believer's Position 

1. Seated - In Christ and Christ in Us

2. Free - Through Christ's Victory

3. Safe - Satan Cannot Steal Our Security  

C. The Battle

1. Not a Battle Between Two Equal / Opposite Forces.

2. Battle Fought In the Mind (II Cor. 4:4)
II. A Biblical View of Satan
A. Reality of Warfare

1. Improper Emphasis  

a. Demon under every rock 

b. Getting significance from casting out demons (pride)
c. Constant talk about “The Devil’s power”  (Worship?)

2. Improper Denial
a. Believing Satan and Demons don't exist 

b. Mental Illness causes all mental problems

B. Power Structure

1. Misconceptions

a. Victory Comes Through My Faith, Action, or Obedience (comes from identity in Christ)
b. We Will Lose the War If We Don’t Fight (war won on the cross)
2. The Fallen World
a. Satan

· is "ruler of this world". (Jn 14:30)

· is "Prince of the power of the air".  (Eph 2:2)

· hinders our activities (I Thes 2:18)

· had power of death (Heb 2:14)

b. Demons

· Have apparent ranks (Eph 6:12)

· Are active (Jude 6, II Peter 2:14)

· Possessed people (Mt 8:16)

III. The Position of a Christian
A. The Heavenly Hierarchy 
1. God (Gen 1:1, Rev 12:10)

2. Believers (Lk 10:18:19)

3. Angels (Rev 12:9)

B. Satan's Accountability

He must get Permission  (Job 1:6-12, 2:1-6. Luke 22:31)

C. The Place of Victory 

Note:  See Diagram on Scriptural References - A great majority of demonic activity occurred while Christ walked on earth.  Very little scriptural reference is made to demonic activity after the cross)

1. Col 1:13 "He has delivered us"

2. Col 2:15 "Through Him" we triumphed

3. Heb 2:14 His death rendered Satan powerless.

4. Jn 16:11 Satan has been judged

IV. 
The Battle
A. Illustration of Satan’s Attack

God of this world

I Cor. 4:4
Ruler of this world


John 14:30

Great Red Dragon

Rev 12:3
Belial (Worthless)


II Cor. 6:15

Adversary


I Pet 5:8
Angel of light



II Cor 11:14

Enemy


Matt 13:39
Beelzebub (lord of the house)
Matt 12:24

Murderer


John 8:44
Father of lies/ Liar


John 8:44

Wicked one


Matt 13:19
Accuser of the brethren

Rev 12:10

Abaddon (destruction) 
Rev 9:11
Roaring Lion



I Peter 5:8

Apollyon (destroyer)
Rev 9:11
Tempter



I Thes 3:5

Blinds 


II Cor 4:4 
Condemnation


Rom 8:33-34

B. Scriptural Basis for His Access

1. Anger

Eph 4:26-27


2. Unforgiveness
II Cor 2:10-11

3. Idle gossip
I Tim 5:13-15

4. Jealousy

I Sam 18:7-10

5. Pride

Eze. 28:17

C. Scriptural Illustration of Satan's Methods
1. I Chron 21:1-4  Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number  Israel.

2. Matt 16:23  But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but  man's.

3. John 13:2 During supper, the devil having already put into the heart of 


     Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him,

4. Acts 5:3    But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land?

5. Luke 4:  (Jesus tempted by Satan)

D. Believer's Role in Battle

1. Possession or Oppression

a. I John 5:18  We know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of  God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him.
b. The scriptural word is “demonized” (afflict, harnass, sift). 

2. Foundation for Battle  (Jn 13:3) Read
a. Authority - The Father had given Him all things

b. Identity - He had come from God

c. Destiny - He was returning to God

E. Believer's Method
1. Basis of Authority is the Work of Christ on the cross and our union with Him.

a. (Jude 9)  Rebuke in the name of Jesus

b. (Acts 19:12-15) Seven Sons of Sceva (No union)

2. Exercise of Authority is Faith & Belief
a. (Lk 4) "It is written" Truth instead of power struggle

b. (I John 2:13-14) "You have overcome the evil one"
3. The Believer's Directives
a. Submit & Resist  (James 4:7) power in lie
b. Be awake  (I Pet 5:8) don’t be ignorant
c. Stand firm (Eph 6:14)

F. God's Purpose for allowing Satan's activity
1. Bring about His will
a. (I Kings 22:23) the LORD has put a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets

b. (I Sam 16:16-18)"Behold now, an evil spirit from God is terrorizing you
2. Bring Glory to God (Acts 16:16-18, 19:12-16)
3. Produce Hunger for God (Dan 10:3-13)

4. Expose Flesh (Rev 2:10, I Pet 5:8-10)

5. Destruction of the Flesh (I Cor 5:5, I Tim 1:20)
6. Reveal proper concept of God (Lk 22:31)
V. Application
A. Do we cast out demons? 
1. Casting out demons is like spiritual skirmishes.

2. The real battle was won on the cross.

B. How do we deal with oppression?

1. Faith not Feelings

2. Ask God why oppression is going on.

C. Walk Through Steps to Freedom.
1. Counterfeit vs. Real

2. Deception vs. Truth

3. Bitterness vs. Forgiveness

4. Rebellion vs. Submission

5. Pride vs. Humility

6. Bondage vs. Freedom

7. Acquiescence vs. Renunciation (agree vs. disagree)
* watch Spiritual Deception of Passivity video by LeFebre

* watch NOOMA - Sunday
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